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WHO WE ARE





atelier73 is a young dynamic architectural practice based in Southend-on-Sea, Essex specialising in residential design. Our 
enthusiastic and professional approach to design creates exciting and inspirational architecture.

Since its inception in 2011, atelier73 have been driven by the pursuit of quality - a belief that our surroundings directly influence the 
quality of our lives.

Our design passion is driven by the desire to create unique spaces for living, working and relaxing: filled with natural light, a richness 
of materials and a strong connection to the surrounding environment. We design by challenging, asking the right questions and we 

work closely with our clients to provide solutions that respond to their needs.

By listening to and observing our clients we gain an understanding of how they live and work, this allows us to respond to their 
individual needs in order to realise the dreams and aspirations of their project. 



French born chartered architect Laurence Becker founded atelier73 following a successful career working for practices such as CHBC 
architects Ltd and Plater|Claiborne architecture and design; an award winning practice specialising in one-off houses.
 
During her career, Laurence has been involved in cutting edge design such as the Accordia site in Cambridge, which won the Stirling 
Prize 2008. Her involvement included working closely with Redeham Homes Ltd on the detailed drawings to realise Feilden Clegg 
Bradley Studios’ original design.
 
Laurence also worked on CHBC architects Ltd’s early design concepts for the Great Jackson Street scheme, part of the Ian Simpson 
architects’ masterplan for Manchester City centre.

Laurence Becker
Chartered Architect
BA Hons, Dip arch, RIBA

Principal at atelier73 architecture
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our service

Working with an Architect is not just about providing you with 
the necessary information to get your project built; it is about 
forging a relationship and a deep understanding in order to get 
the most out of your project and to achieve the maximum added 
value.

Our experience working with a diverse range of clients ensures 
we ask the right questions to gain an insight into how you live 
and work. We will guide you through the entire design and 
construction process from helping you formulate your brief, to 
helping you select the right builder for your project.

what we do for you

We listen to you to identify your aspirations for the project, 
guiding you through the risks involved and helping you to develop 
a design brief and create a vision for your dream home.

Your time scale and budget will be discussed at an early stage 
and we can produce a cost plan and project programme that will 
be referred to throughout the design and construction process.

Our exceptional passion for design, along with our understanding 
of client needs, enables us to develop a design that will surpass 
your expectations; satisfy and inspire you for years to come; 
and ensure the best return on your investment. We work with a 
variety of tools including models, drawings and 3D images that 
help us to communicate our ideas to you.

Specialist knowledge of sustainable technologies and 
construction methods allows us to carry out a sustainability 
appraisal and advise on the most environmentally responsible 
solutions for your project.

We care about design quality and offer a wide range of services: 
from the bigger picture of how your building will be constructed, 
down to the finest details of the interior design, fitted furniture 
and finishes.

The familiarity we have with the local context, and our 
experience with local authorities, puts us in a strong position 
to advise you on local planning constraints and to ease you 
through the planning process.





With all our projects we aim to demonstrate a collaborative approach to our built environment that explores the key 
elements we believe are necessary for successful architecture:

unlocking opportunities
We are able to understand the potential of under-valued sites. Where an off the shelf product doesn’t fit, we are able to 
develop possibilities using bespoke solutions.

transforming the ordinary
Whether a growing family requires more storage, or a company requires additional office space to expand their 
business, the built environment needs to change, adapt and improve over time.

maximising limited space
We believe quality design can be extracted from the most restricted design parameters. Challenging sites and briefs 
offer the most rewarding opportunities.

in with the old + in with the new
Almost all projects have to fit within an established street scene or landscape. We believe successful buildings sit 
harmoniously in their surroundings.

seeking sustainable solutions
In every stage of design, we need to consider the environmental, social and economic sustainability of the built 
environment. From passive cooling techniques, to managing the impact of site activity, a sustainable approach is a key 
element to our thinking.
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professional service

As fully qualified, registered Architects we are bound by the 
codes of Professional Conduct of both the Royal Institute of 
British Architects (RIBA) and the Architects Registration Board. 
These are in place to protect your interests and to ensure that 
we act with professional integrity at all times. The requirements 
of the codes of conduct include: that we maintain appropriate 
professional indemnity insurance; always have a written form 
of agreement with our clients; and that we organise and 
manage our professional work responsibly and with regard to 
the interests of our clients.

our agreement

We will suggest a form of written agreement to use that is 
appropriate to the scale and complexity of the project. It 
is important to have this in place to establish a business 
agreement, allow us to maintain professional distance and to 
fulfill the requirements or our codes of Professional Conduct. 
The written agreement should be in place before any work is 
undertaken to protect both ourselves and the interests of you 
as our clients.

fees

There is no simple or standard practice for determining an 
Architect’s fees however fees are usually calculated using one 
of the following approaches:

Hourly Rate - The fee is calculated using an hourly rate based 
on our scale of time charges up to an agreed limit. At each 
invoice you will be presented with a breakdown of the hours we 
have spent working on your project.
Percentage Fee - The fee is based on a percentage of the total 
construction cost of the project. The size of the percentage 
depends on the scale and complexity of the project.
Lump Sum - A lump sum fee is agreed prior to us commencing 
work on your project. The lump sum will be broken down to 
represent the work required for the different stages of the 
project and invoiced monthly.
Combination - We often use a combination of the above methods 
to produce a fee proposal to suit your project. For instance we 
may propose different approaches for calculating the fees for 
different stages of the project.

Following our initial meeting we will normally be able to get a 
good grasp of the extent of work required and be able to provide 
you with a fee proposal to form part of our written agreement, 
all fees will be invoiced on a monthly basis.



free consultation

We do not charge for our initial consultation so there is no risk for you and a huge amount to gain. This gives you an opportunity to 
get to know us and ask us any questions you might have about your project or our service. We also find this initial consultation helps 
us to offer our clients the best quality service; it allows us to build a picture of you from an early stage and start to understand how 
we can best relate to you.
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your project

In order to achieve the best results it is important to set out a brief at a very early stage in the design process. This is your project 
and we need to have a thorough understanding of what you want to gain from it so we can provide the most efficient and high quality 
service.

Formulation of the brief will normally come about through discussing your aspirations and dreams; our skill is in understanding how 
these can be realised through your project. There are a number of things that are worth considering before we get into these discussions, 
which will help us to produce a robust brief for the design development:

fuction

What is the building for, who will live or work in it and how? Imagine how you will inhabit the spaces that will be created. Does the 
building need to suit your lifestyle or those who might buy it from you? Does the design need to be flexible to suit different users and 
changing needs?

inspiration

What has inspired you to embark on this project? Do you want to build your dream home? Is it about making your existing home more 
unique? Maybe your goal is to accommodate a growing family or to make money through the resale of the completed project.

style

Is there an architectural style that you particularly like or dislike? Look online or in magazines and find images of the buildings and 
spaces that spark your imagination. Do you want to fit in with the local context or create something that stands out? Are there specific 
materials you want to use or avoid?



sustainability

How important are environmental issues to you? Are there technologies or concepts you want to integrate into your project? Do you 
want to meet or exceed the requirements for building performance?

decisions

Who is the key decision maker? They will need to be responsible for signing off drawings and decisions at various stages throughout 
the process.

timeframe

What is your timeframe, when do you want to move in? Is this a priority or is cost and quality  more important to you? The sooner we 
know your constraints, the more likely we are to be able to meet your deadlines.

budget

Your budget is important to us and is undoubtedly important to you. How will the project be financed? The more open you can be about 
your budget, the more realistic we can be about what can be achieved. We can then begin to manage your budget and advise you on 
how to achieve the best possible value.
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woodlands park, leigh-on-sea

We were commissioned to modernise and help to unlock the full 
potential of this existing 1950s detached house by extending to 
the rear and side of the property, creating a stunning new living 
space. A refurbishment of the entire house was carried out to 
adapt the existing property to meet the needs of its owners and 
to give the home a new lease of life. The house was completely 
transformed providing a spacious, contemporary interior full of 
natural light and fine materials.

existing front elevation

existing rear elevation

proposed front elevation



proposed rear elevation



plumberow avenue, hockley

This new single storey modern development comprising of 4 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms and a large family space will form a 
spacious, light, modern family home which takes full advantage 
of the natural site conditions.
 
The building will incorporate energy saving technologies and 
environmentally efficient components and materials. The 
building envelope will be highly insulated and finished with 
sweet chestnut rainscreen cladding to the ‘sleeping’ block and 
a through render cladding to the ‘living’ block.

sleeping block

proposed rear elevation

living block 



proposed front elevation



armitage road, southend-on-sea

This existing garage site was sold to a local developer with 
planning permission for a two storey, one bedroom house. We 
were employed by a local practice, BGA Architects LLP, to 
provide detailed drawings for the scheme.

original front elevation



front elevation



milton road, cambridge

This back land development site was purchased by David Wilson 
Homes with the intention of building a mixture of contemporary 
houses and flats.  This site was particularly difficult to design 
around due to the proximity of the existing dwellings and the 
several trees covered by TPOs.





station road, leigh-on-sea

This terrace house in Leigh-on-Sea provided us with an exciting opportunity to remodel a 20th century dwelling, into a modern, family 
house using simple design strategies. An existing rear extension was remodelled to form a flowing kitchen, dining space with adjoining 
living space which now has a stronger connection with the garden, utilizing it as external living space. The new lightweight first floor 
extension houses a large master suite which frees up the existing space to create another two large double bedrooms with a well lit 
circulation space. Attention to detail, simple layered space planning, and continuous client involvement has provided a functional and 
flexible home for a young couple to grow into family life.

existing rear elevation



proposed rear elevation



crec’h lan bras, brittany

We were commissioned to provide a scheme for the possible conversion of a stone built garage in Brittany, France into a studio 
accommodation with its own garden and shared parking with the main house.  The living space is split into two with the living room, 
kitchen/dining space and wc at ground floor level and bedroom with wet room on a mezzanine floor above.

proposed first floor planproposed ground floor plan



proposed elevation



moston lane, manchester

This project is for a housing development of approximately 35 units ranging between 2 to 4 Bedroom houses. The site itself is 0.8622 
Hectares and is situated North-east of Manchester city centre. The constraints imposed on this site make it a real problem to fit the 
houses on. Existing properties to the north of the site are close to the boundary pushing our plots further into the site. The road/
footpath sizes and the defensible zones imposed by the local planners offer another situation which makes this design even more 
difficult to achieve.

proposed site plan



acorn street, hundson

The design for this residential development were conceived to create a varied arrangement of spatial elements within a linear design 
concept within the constraints of this site. By doing so, visual interest was created on entering the site and maintained throughout the 
extent of the passage through the development.

The layout of the proposed housing development was governed by the brief which requires a mix of 2, 3, 4 bedroom detached and 
semi-detached houses.  The proposals had to rationalise the development’s potential for the site in accordance with the Government’s 
planning policies (PPS3).  In the circumstances relating to this site, certain restraints, namely the existing footpath, the landscaping, 
the adjoining houses and the potential views, influenced the final layout proposals.

proposed site plan




